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Abstract:
Verse 23 of Surah Al-Jathiya presents a Qur'anic foundation for

the principle of refraining from following caprice (hawa al-nafs). An
exegetical analysis of this verse reveals that when carnal desires
assume the position of the authority to be obeyed by man, they
function as an object of worship, and the one who inclines to such a
disposition becomes vulnerable to epistemological and moral
decline. This notion, however, is not confined to the individual
dimension but also encompasses society and governments. Based on
this foundation, the present study demonstrates that voluntarism in
positivist law - particularly when reduced to human self-sufficiency
and the primacy of his will - constitutes a form of that same
following of caprice. The consequences of this approach in the
international arena include interest-seeking devoid of commitment
to human rights, hegemonic domination based on instrumental
rationality, and repeated violations of treaties. An examination of
concrete instances of violence and aggression against civilian targets
by certain states confirms that when will and interest replace value
and duty, the legal structure that claims morality assumes a
contradictory function. The present study concludes that a re-reading
of the Qur'anic principle of "non-following of caprice" can provide
a human-centered, ethics-oriented, and criticizable framework in
contrast to legal voluntarism and its hegemonic consequences.
Keywords: Verse 23 of Surah Al-Jathiya, Caprice, Voluntarism,

Interest-seeking Imposed War.
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